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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the maximum 
word count. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important 
that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the 
abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal 
phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be 
avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lechot 
(US 5,658,290). 
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3. Regarding claims 1-6, Lechot discloses an instrument assembly for use in 
orthopedic surgery having a component (1 , figure 2) positioned within a body cavity to 
engage a bone and has at least one bar portion (2, figure 1) extending across it, along 
with a manipulator (6, figure 2) having at least one clasp (8, figure 2) for engaging a bar 
portion; the clasp, having a hook (1 0, figure 2) and a keeper pin (1 1 , figure 2). The 
hook can be displaced relative to the keeper pin between an open position (when the 
keeper pin is retracted) so that the hook is open at one side to allow the bar portion to 
be slid between the hook and the keeper pin, and a close position (when the keeper pin 
is extended) to sufficiently prevent the bar portion from being removed from under the 
hook (column 3, lines 7-1 6). The instrument assembly having at least one of the 
contacting surfaces of the bar (2, figure 1) and the hook (10, figure 2) which contact one 
another when the bar portion is inserted between the hook and the keeper pin, or the 
surface of the bar portion which contract the keeper pin provides a ramp so that sliding 
the bar portion between the hook and the keeper pin cause the hook to be displaces 
relative to the keeper pin, towards the open position and the hook is biased towards the 
close position (column 3, lines 5-16). The ramp being provided by the surface of the 
hook (10, figure 2) which contacts the bar portion (2, figure 1) when the bar portion is 
inserted between the hook and the keeper pin (11, figure 2, column 3, lines 5-7). The 
hook being located on a place (14, figure 3, see abstract) so that the bar portion (2, 
figure 10 fits between the hook and the surface of the plate when the component is 
fastened to the manipulator (8, figure 2), and in which the keeper pin (11, figure 2) 
extends though than aperture (12, figure 3) in the plate (column 4, lines 7-10). The 
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ramp portion also engages the bar portion (2, figure 1) while the bar portion is inserted 
between the hook and the keeper pin, and a locked portion which engages the bar 
portion which the component is fastened to the manipulator (column 3, lines 5-7). The 
manipulator having a shaft (7, figure 2, column 2, lines 64-67) on which the clasp (8, 
figure 2) is mounted, In which the hook part of the clasp moves relative to the shaft 
during the relative displacement between open and close positions (column 3, lines 1-7) 
along with the keeper pin part (1 1 , figure 2) of the clasp moves relative to the shaft 
during relative displacement between the open and close positions (column 3, lines 4- 
16). 




FIG. 2 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US7,115,119 Desarzens Dual Reamer Holder for Surgical Use 

b. US 6,1 02,91 5 Bresler et al. Hip Prosthesis Positioning Instrument 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW LAWSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7375. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Melba Bumgarner can be reached on 571-272-4709. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. LV /Melba Bumgarner/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4138 Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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